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Recently Olij Kenya 
introduced a new rose 
rootstock variety; Popeye 
which is proving to 
be a step in the right 
direction for a company 
which is an epitome 
of rose breeding and 
propagation. 

It is mid-morning as we drive along the 
illustrious Mai Mahiu – Naivasha highway, 
a journey whose destination is to the 
horticultural hub of Kenya, Naivasha 
Southlake region. The vast Great Rift Valley 
floor, landmark features like Longonot 
crater, are scenes that make you fathom 
the eminent geological theories like plate 
tectonic theory, continental drift theory that 
are responsible for their formation.

Sights of vast greenhouses approach 
fast as we make a left turn at the Moi 
Southlake road junction. A few minutes 
into the tarmac road, a vista of gigantic 
greenhouses that stand erect on the 
expansive landscape ushers one to vicinity 
that has managed to steer Kenya into the 
global horticultural map. 

Making a final left turn to Olij Kenya, a 
green gate open up to massive structures 
which house offices, a showhouse and 
propagation sections. The farm sits on 9 
hectares of land with possibilities of future 
expansion. We are welcomed to Olij Kenya 
by Sally Roberts, Sales Representative for 
East Africa.

“Rose production in Kenya has shown an 
upward trend. Demand for high quality 

rose breeds have shot up with the same 
margin. It was important for Olij to invest 
in Kenya with this modern facility to keep 
abreast of this changing and expanding 
flower market”, Said Sally.

Olij Rozen’s century art of breeding, 
propagation, production and marketing 
has been instrumental in delivery of most 
coveted roses varieties in global flower 
market. Backed with a strong technical 
team, Olij’s reputation in the flower 
breeding and propagation sector is a force 
to reckon. 

This company is known for their 
professional support and after sales 
service especially within turn key projects. 
Its varieties have a global reputation 
of meeting high productivity, excellent 
vaselife, superior transportability, and low 
disease control. Olij has a large selection 
of crossing parents, an innovative 
crossing-program and a refined selection 
method which they apply and have applied 
in different countries all over the world to 
produce excellent cutroses and potroses.

From its parent company in Holland, Olij 
has managed to spread its tentacles to 
different countries in an effort to meet the 

Popeye, a New Rose, 
Rootstock from Olij Kenya

Sally Roberts, Olij Rozen Sales 
Representative for East Africa, 

explaining about popeye rootstock
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She however noted that it is always 
important to keep the rootstock plants 
clean and free from pests and diseases to 
ensure a healthy grafted plant. Recently 
Olij introduced a new rose rootstock variety 
Popeye which is proving to be a step in the 
right direction for a company which is an 
epitome of rose breeding and propagation.

Conversely the problem with new 
rootstocks as Sally noted was that they 
take a considerable amount of time to 
develop and use. A novel rootstock may 
perform very well in its first 1 – 2 years 
but later it may show dismal performance. 
These are some of the reasons which may 
have made most rose breeders not venture 
into developing new rootstocks but rely on 
Natal Briar. Olij has been testing Popeye 
for over a decade and they are confident in 
its consistent performance over the life of 
the crop.

Growing on Popeye rootstock requires the 
same management as growing on Natal 
Briar, as the disease resistance response 
and crop life is practically the same. The 
plant growth is different on Popeye as it 
produces a shorter stem length, by about 
10-15% and increases its production by 
the same amount, some crops see as 
much as a 20% increase in production. Olij 
therefore recommends the use of Popeye 

on intermediate supermarket varieties 
that will benefit from a reduction in stem 
length and increased production. They 
are currently trying it on a number of their 
varieties and seeing the effect on both 
T-hybrids and intermediates.

Olij has a large area of Popeye planted 
at their Naivasha facility it commercially 
available. They have been discussing its 
use with many of the major flower growers 
in East Africa and there are several semi 
commercial plantings already in the 
ground. Commercial plantings will attract 
a royalty but the advantages in crop 
productivity mean Popeye is a profitable 
alternative to Natal on suitable varieties.

As sun hastily descends across the lake, 
we knew it was time to call it a wrap. 
Having learnt vital lessons that make big 
business stand, it is without doubt that 
in order to survive waves that bombard 
agribusinesses globally, it is important to 
lay strong foundation on flexible strategies 
that ensure continuity and production 
strength with focus to the target market. 

ever growing demand for its rose breeds. 
Some of these countries are Ethiopia, 
Ecuador, Kenya and Colombia to name 
but a few. The most recent development 
saw Olij relocate their Kenyan office in 
2012, selling their Kinangop farm to Subati 
flowers and building a new farm on South 
Lake Road, Naivasha.

Maintaining such a coveted reputation 
in this industry is no mean feat, bearing 
in mind the stiff competition that exists. 
The plants undergo carefully designed 
systematic stages which ensures the 
best quality products are produced with 
minimal time while ensuring the target 
customer is the underlying factor.

For a company like Olij which intensively 
breeds and propagates roses, the 
choice of the correct rootstock to use 
is very important as this dictates the 
final outcome. To understand better the 
importance of rootstocks in breeding 
and propagation, Sally set out to expertly 
explain the chemistry behind it. She said, 
“Roses can easily grow on their own given 
the right conditions. But to grow a quickly 
established, more productive plant, natal 
briar is widely used on grafted plants in 
Kenya, it is compatible with most rose 
varieties creating a good root system for a 
rose plant to grow from.”


